| Does H T Ignore Excellence?

by Coach Anthony Canino

Is the Hinsdale student so involved in other activities that he -finds but a few hours left for
support of the athletic squads in their efforts toward excellence? Is our community complacent
about what is going on in our high schools? Why is our Sunday Band concert attended by only a
few interested appreciators of this type of achievement? Why does a nationally recognized swim-
| ming team fail to dravfarcasa feire ,:'.,r: Laneet? Is it true that a team which is

striving for the first g wain. thaisse ; at sport — gymnastics — can
finish their dual mee : ime championships at nearby
LaGrange with no 3.5 : I hemselves involved?

Why is it that o e A e made up of almost
as many visiting spe 9 as Hinsdale fans? Caney allows a wrestling
team, which won a -,3_3 ct meet for the first time i ieh o @this with only a
handful of supportey@¥o encourage them? Why is it tha “wh S8ton versus Her-
sey dual gymnastid¥neet last week, there was standing. sich holds 4000
people? Hersey, ti visiting school, had six student buses ) 3 fool. Compare
this to the probalfity of our student body having a difficult for an away
contest in any spdit. At this meet I watched involved parents 2 B appreciative
of their represeniftive athletes. ; . P ] )

Our Athletic Iirector, Mr. Dicking# ed a: serieSTs a decade of

S SHE TNy the net athletes as
¥ed not only

program is a

a5t amount of time
these young boys and j@#amount of time that they in turn give to
to show appreciation threugh recognition and support? 4

Can the answer lie in the race? Would side { C
less of the quality of the performdi | v eep the quality
of performance down to thaWed Slitors in ordér fo - erage spectator
interested? Can it really 0 hav - conti sé' in ‘or w interest of
the public? Can the “‘gap® of*quality of p son for Jac rest or attend-
ance at our meets? Musf w i igEoanehy. 3 i gance? Having
been involved in sports«fdriovelass
this as being the answer,%
such a situation. , 8

We are in the process of
seasons in the history of eady 3 .
the possibility of one mor inclides v frigt championships
with one more in sight in gymnastics : F onal titles, along
with three state championships in $y i : , :

What psyches up a young man’ 2 ¢y and community are
in there rooting for him to attaini# ‘ our athletes strive —
and that is to be No. 1? Wouldn't “ : TENh on if the continued lack
of support in attendance contributed OGS e fi tion of our winter program:
namely — conference, district, sectional am BRShis i gymnastics; conference, dis-
trict and state in swimming; the first indIIGEEESSEE SSRaRNIonship in wrestling; to beat La-
Grange and Hinsdale South, thereby gaininZ fife 020 all-the way to a state title in basket-
ball. Your attendance and support may be W&l insrec needed to attain the ‘‘hit routine” in
gymnastics, the “winning basket” in basketball, a “national record time” in swimming, and the
uquick pin" m Wrestlmg g‘ "L-,:‘r 4 ’ S X . ::'

As a coach I can only state again that nothing motivates and turn on an athlete more than
his own peer group and the community people, for after all, this is the reason he is competing;
not only for recognition for himself, but also for the school, family and community. Why not do
everything possible to help your athletes achieve these goals by giving your support throug_'h
attendance at these events. Wouldn't it be great if our student body and community could attain
the quality of No. 1 in the spectator category, as our athletes have in the competitive phase?
Are we in this community accepting excellence of performance as a matter of fact? Can we con-
tinue the quality of performance with this apathy of the student body and the community; or can
we fill our gyms again with interested, loyal, dedicated fans who appreciate the quality of per-
formances — not just the closeness of t he race. I for one hope we can and will in the near future.




